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Spring has sprung a courtyard design! Since the fall, the DIGS committee has 
been steadily working on enhancements for the large asphalt space (the 
"courtyard") between the main building and Heritage Building. DIGS turned its 
focus to this space as many different groups within the school community 
indicated a need to warm up and "soften" this area. It is a very busy space, as it 
serves as the school's entrance/exit corridor and delivery area, play area (square 
ball, dancing, jump rope, etc), and event area (Farm To School juicing, Sliammon 
carving projects, etc). The DIGS committee was inspired by all of its brainstorm 
workshops through 2012-13 and incorporated many ideas from students, 
parents, teachers, Sliammon community members, Maintenance staff and 
community gardeners into the design. The themes of the design came from a 
desire to "bring the forest into the courtyard" and also to represent the idea of 
weaving cultures, languages, and values together as a way to support and 
nurture JT's children and their school community.  

To bring art into the courtyard space, Megan Dulcie Dill (a parent at JT) 
collaborated with a local carver, Ivan Rosypskye, and a local filmmaker, Claudia 
Medina to form JT's 2014 Artists in Residence Project. This month, Megan will be 
painting a mural on the outside of the gym wall and around the entrance of the 
main building. Students will have an opportunity to participate in painting the 
asphalt part of the mural. Themes for the mural are West Coast forest and local 
animals. Ivan will be making a spindle whorl Coast Salish carving which will be 
attached to the mural wall. Spindle whorls have been traditionally used in the 
process of turning wool into usable strands for weaving. Ivan will be carving at JT 
and older students will have the opportunity to carve with him. Claudia and 
assistant Devin Pielle will document the creation of the mural in a short film which 
will be completed by September to share in future years as the story of the JT 
school mural.  

The wall mural and carving will be completed this school year. The DIGS 
committee is working on detailed structural plans and sourcing materials for the 
wood elements and garden beds. Installing these features will happen in the 
upcoming months. 

On the reverse are images of what the proposed courtyard could look like, with 
all the elements in place: vertical "way-finding" posts with benches and 
overhanging woven materials, native plant gardens on the edges of the 
courtyard, and wall and asphalt murals. There is also a presentation display in 
the hall at the school for more information on the courtyard project. 
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wall mural (coastal forest)                        
with carved spindle whorl  

asphalt mural (animal 
footprints proposed)

seasonal overhanging material (eg. woven fabrics, sails, flags, etc)
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2013/14 DIGS committee: Megan Dulcie Dill, Jason Gow, Jon van Oostveen, Cindy Mitchell, Rachel Koopman-Gough, Leta Burechailo  
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